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Remembering Kevin Wright
It is with great sadness that we inform
you of the death of Kevin Wright, M.S.,
LPC, CBIS, one of our neurorehabilitation specialists. Although Kevin was on
medical leave at the time of his death on
July 26, 2010, he was employed by us
since 1992, providing services to persons
in our Community Skills Program in
New Jersey and Pennsylvania. Kevin
was also a licensed professional counselor in New Jersey and had a private
counseling practice in Moorestown, NJ.
Kevin grew up in Iowa and graduated in
1980 from Coe College in Cedar Rapids.
In 1990, he received a master of science
degree in clinical neuropsychology from
Drexel University in Philadelphia, PA.
He had a series of excellent psychology
internships in the Department of Rehabilitation Medicine at Thomas Jefferson
University Hospital, the Brain Injury
Unit at Crozer-Chester Medical Center,
the Psychology Department at Bryn
Mawr Rehabilitation Hospital, and the
Psychology Division of Royal University
Hospital – Saskatoon, Saskatchewan,
Canada. Prior to joining Community
Skills Program, he worked for The
Pathway School and The Devereux
Foundation.
In addition, over the course of his
lifetime, Kevin developed extraordinary
skills in industrial arts and was truly
gifted in blending those skills with his
knowledge of neuropsychology. He was
the best at working with individuals who
had sustained brain injuries while
working in construction trades, and in
developing unique treatment plans that
would reaffirm their self-image post
injury.
He suggested projects with
personal meaning for them and used the
projects as the framework for cognitive
rehabilitation therapy. For example, he
guided one client in making an
―American Girl‖ doll bed for his client’s

granddaughter, and another one in
building a chest of drawers for his
client’s daughter; he and another client
built a dog run and, with another,
hardwood floors were installed. These
projects required complex, often very
challenging, cognitive skills, but were
highly motivating. Best of all, the
accomplishments were tangible and
visible on a daily basis, providing
strong reinforcement for rehabilitation
efforts. We are grateful for Kevin’s
contributions to so many people and to
Community Skills Program.

Kevin is pictured here at our 2006 Annual
Staff Retreat in Philadelphia, PA.
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Update
Welcome to our new clients—Alec,
Annette, Augustine, Debra, Eileen,
Jamie, Kevin, Louis, Melissa,
Michael, Patricia, Robert, Silia,
Timothy, Vincent and Yvonne—
our new neurorehabilitation specialists, Carrie Hayes, B.A., Walter
Kowalok, M.S.W., CBIS and April
Moser, B.A.—and our new program
assistant, Andrea Narducci.
Our clients and staff continue to be
involved in many interesting, varied
activities. As usual, in each issue
we mention some of them; more
will be mentioned in the next issue
of BrainWaves.
Melinda attended the Annual Seminar of the Brain Injury Association
of New Jersey, Inc. (BIANJ), on
May 19th and 20th, where she ran a
booth to sell some of her photographs. She sold over $200 worth
of her photographs at the event. In
July, she participated in the 2010
Creativity Expo at Raritan Valley
Community College, where she
displayed two of her photos. (See
Creativity Corner on page 5 to read
about this year’s Expo.) In addition,
Melinda donated eight inches of her
hair to ―Pantene Beautiful Lengths,‖
a cause for women who are undergoing cancer treatment and are
losing their hair and wish to have a
wig made. Melinda was growing
her hair for over nine months in
order to donate her hair to this
cause.
David successfully paid off his 48month car loan. He plans to save up
for a substantial down payment on a
new car in the summer of 2011.
(continued on page 2)
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Upcoming Events
(from page 1)

Steven continues to volunteer at a
local hydroponic gardening program.
He was recently asked to prepare a
photo essay detailing all aspects of
the program and plant growth
process. In addition, Steven participated in this year’s Creativity Expo
where he displayed six of his digital
photographs (turn to page 5 to see
one of his photos).
Michael mailed his application for
U.S. citizenship on July 1, 2010.
With the assistance of his neurorehabilitation specialist, Michael
planned a trip into New York City
using the PATH train.
Phil independently began volunteering at a local wildlife refuge where
he waters outdoor plants and picks
up litter.
Pat has been consistently balancing
his checkbook weekly, using his
bank’s online banking system and
telephone teller.
Hal recently purchased a planner and
has been using it consistently to
record events throughout the day.
His ability to recall the day’s events
has increased dramatically over the
past three weeks.
Brian has recently begun exploring
his interest in photography. He
independently took pictures of
scenery in his community. Also, in
July, Brian made pasta salad for his
family; he went to his local library
where he researched cookbooks for a
recipe he liked, made a copy of the
recipe, shopped for the ingredients,
and prepared the meal, with the
assistance of an adaptive cutting
board and his neurorehabilitation
specialist.
Thomas was an avid golfer prior to
his injury and, in May, attended a
golf clinic, with his parents’ assistance. Also, with the assistance of
his neurorehabilitation specialist, he
has been putting on a putting green.

Kimberley continues to volunteer
once a week at Greensleeves, a
women’s used clothing store; she
has been helping to set up the new
store.
Eric Share, B.S., CBIS, neurorehabilitation specialist with Community
Skills Program, volunteered at the
26th Annual Sun & Fun Day in
Ocean City, NJ, on July 22, 2010
from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Eric
helped with set-up and served food
at the event, which is sponsored by
the Brain Injury Association of New
Jersey, Inc. – Cape/Atlantic Support
Group. Also in attendance at the
Sun & Fun Day were Melissa
Hosier, M.A., CBIS, client services
liaison for southern New Jersey for
Community Skills Program, and her
client Richard. Another client of
Community Skills Program, Phil,
also attended the event. Eric said the
weather was beautiful and the food
was good, too.
Stefani Hallinger, M.S.W., LSW,
CBIS, client services liaison, was
awarded ―Outstanding Poster
Presentation‖ for Job Coaching
Strategies for a Physical Therapy
Assistant Following TBI, at the 10th
Annual Conference of the Brain
Injury Association of Pennsylvania,
Inc. (BIAPA) on June 21-22, 2010.
Sally Kneipp, Ph.D., CRC, director
of Community Skills Program, gave
a presentation, Successful Vocational Outcomes in a Challenging
Economy, to participants at the
BIAPA conference on June 21st.
Congratulations to Erin Coulehan,
M.S.W., neurorehabilitation specialist with Community Skills Program,
who had a baby girl, Kayleigh
Eileen Carter, on July 10th. Kayleigh
weighed 7 pounds and 15.8 ounces
and was 19 inches long.
Chris Setley, personnel manager,
and Kate Carr, office assistant,
represented Community Skills
Program at the 2010 Career Fair,
hosted at the Reading Goggle Works
in Reading, PA, on August 11, 2010.

The fourth annual David’s Drive golf
tournament, sponsored by the Council
on Brain Injury (CoBI), will be held
on Tuesday, October 5, 2010 at White
Manor Country Club in Malvern, PA.
In addition to the golf tournament,
events at David’s Drive include a
reception and dinner, a silent auction,
and a learn-to-golf clinic. The free
golf clinic, led by Bob Buck, executive director of the Eastern Amputee
Golf Association, will be held on
October 5th from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Golfers and non-golfers of all ages and
abilities are invited.
For more
information on David’s Drive or the
golf clinic, or to register, please call
Rose Marie Dalton at (484) 595-9300,
extension 119, or e-mail her at rdalton
@remed.com.
On October 16, 2010, the Brain Injury
Association of New Jersey will hold
its annual Walk for Thought/Cycle for
Safety event at Washington Crossing
State Park in Titusville, NJ and Saddle
River County Park in Paramus, NJ.
New this year, at Washington Crossing State Park only, cyclists can
choose from 10, 25 or 50-mile routes.
The rides are open to all levels of
cyclists. Children’s activities, pre-ride
snacks and lunch are provided at both
sites. For more information, go to
www.bianj.org or contact Joanna
Boyd at (732) 745-0200 or e-mail her
at jboyd@bianj.org.
The Joint Educational Conference of
the American Congress of Rehabilitation Medicine and the American
Society of Neurorehabilitation will be
held October 20 to 23, 2010 at the
Hilton Bonaventure Hotel in Montreal,
Quebec, Canada. This year’s conference, entitled Progress in Rehabilitation Research, will feature nationally and internationally recognized
speakers presenting on topics such as
methodology and technology; practice,
policy and reimbursement; neuroscience and neurorehabilitation; and
musculoskeletal aging and development. For more information, go to
www.acrm. org.
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Spotlight: Gerard Talarick

Gerard Talarick
(with his dog, Brody)
Spotlight:
yourself.

Tell us a little bit about

Gerard: My name is Gerard Talarick.
I am 45 years old. I have a degree in
electrical engineering from Rutgers
University. I think I’m pretty healthy.
I have some orthopedic problems from
my injury. I used to like to play golf
and do woodworking—building things
and working on the house. I like to
watch major league baseball—the
Yankees. I try to. It seems like there is
always something to do during the day.
I spend a lot of time with my children.
Spotlight: Tell us a little bit about your
family.
Gerard: I’m married to a woman I met
in high school. After high school, I
joined the military, got out, and met my
wife again 10 years later and fell in
love and got married. We ended up
having two children—two boys, Zach,
11, and Nick, 9. We would have liked
to have a third kid, but, because of my
traumatic brain injury, we didn’t. I’m
out of work and we don’t have the
money to support another child. And,
we are older now.
Spotlight: You said you sustained a
traumatic brain injury. How and when
did your injury occur?

Gerard: My injury occurred December
23, 2002. I was out walking my dog
and my dog got hit by a car. I was in
the middle of the street, picking up my
dog from out of the road, and another
car hit us both. It was 8:00 p.m.
approximately. I was wearing camouflage, so the driver didn’t see me. A
pizza delivery guy was apparently
looking at a piece of paper in the car.
Two cars stopped and had their headlights on me. Sometimes, I think I
remember being hit—like the second
before I got hit—and saying, ―Screw it‖
and put my head down, but I don’t
know. I don’t really remember the
accident. I was luckily medivaced to
Fuld, in a helicopter.
Spotlight: What kind of injuries did
you have?
Gerard: I had internal injuries.
Spotlight: What, specifically?
Gerard:
Intestines. They removed
three feet of my intestines. Because I
had an empty stomach, there was no
food in my intestines and it was easy
for them to fix me. Otherwise, I would
have had a colostomy bag if there was
food in my stomach.
Spotlight: What other injuries did you
sustain?
Gerard: Torn rotator cuff, ulnar nerve
problem.
I had two rotator cuff
surgeries and neither one worked, but I
had surgery on my ulnar nerve which
was successful.
I also had torn
ligaments in my left knee that were
never repaired. And, I had a brain
injury.
Spotlight: Where did they take you for
emergency medical treatment?
Gerard: Capital Health System, Fuld
Campus. I was there from December
23rd through January 15th, and in a
coma most of the time. And then I
went to MossRehab in Philadelphia for
three months.
Spotlight: What do you remember
from that time?

Gerard: I don’t remember a lot.
When I went to Moss, my eyes were
still closed all the time and I was not
speaking at all or sitting up. I could
follow simple commands like ―squeeze
my hand.‖ I think my wife said I was
coming out of the coma better than
they expected. I just remember what
people told me. It went by quick. I
remember getting physical therapy at
Moss, but I don’t remember too much.
Spotlight: After your inpatient stay at
Moss, did you receive any other
rehabilitation services?
Gerard: I came home and received
outpatient services at St Lawrence
Rehab for six months I think. I don’t
really remember dates.
Spotlight: What services did you
receive at St. Lawrence?
Gerard: I had physical therapy and
speech therapy. I took a driving
instruction class to learn to drive again.
Spotlight:
Did you receive any
cognitive rehabilitation therapy at St.
Lawrence?
Gerard: Yes.
Spotlight: What changes have you
experienced since your accident?
Gerard: My short-term memory loss,
not working, my cognitive problems. I
don’t know. I mean, I’m at home. I
don’t have the drive to do anything
really. If someone comes up and gives
me the idea, I’ll do it, but I don’t have
any drive or initiation at this time.
Spotlight: How have these changes
affected your life?
Gerard: I’m not able to work. I watch
the same TV show and, a week later, I
forget I watched it. My relationships
with my wife and children are strained.
I forget if I’m asked to do something
and I’ll say I was never asked. It
seems like sometimes it’s worse and
continued on page 4)
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sometimes it’s good. I’m lucky I’m
still married.
Spotlight: What kinds of strategies do
you use on a daily basis?
Gerard:
I carry a phone and a
notebook if I need to write something
down. I try to keep a calendar for my
daily and weekly and future events. I
try to think ahead, which I always used
to be very good at—thinking ahead for
situations—but I’m not very good at it
sometimes, whereas before I was
always very good at thinking ahead. I
guess that was something my wife fell
in love with me about. I was always
thinking ahead and prepared for what
could occur. I’m not as prepared
anymore and I think that has hurt my
marriage. I have an iPod Touch that I
started using recently, but my wife has
to enter information into the calendar.
I haven’t finished setting it up yet.
Spotlight: What things do you still
need to work on?
Gerard: Initiation. Being able to
think ahead.
Planning fun-filled
events. That was one thing I always
used to be able to do—plan ahead and
initiate events—and now my wife does
it. And, if she doesn’t initiate, it
doesn’t gets done. Like going to play
golf; I don’t do it because I think I
have to cut the grass and it takes me
four hours to do it. It takes me longer
to do things now than in the past. I
always second-guess my work on
things and it takes me longer to
complete them. I’m always secondguessing how to do it instead of just
doing it. I don’t think I will do well,
so I have a hard time starting.
Spotlight: How did you hear about
Community Skills Program?
Gerard: Through my doctor, Dr.
Perkel, who is like a psychotherapist
who felt I needed someone at home to
stay on top of me. [Gerard is referring

to Steven Perkel, D.S.W., LCSW.] He
felt that I needed somebody at home to
help me initiate my activities. He
thought somebody coming out to my
home could help me with my initiation
issues.
Spotlight: When did you start in
Community Skills Program?
Gerard: November 2009. It’s lucky I
remember that.
Spotlight: Tell us what you’re doing
now with Community Skills Program.
Gerard: Actually initiating activities
and learning mechanisms to make my
life more productive, like using a
cellphone calendar, iPod Touch,
volunteering, going to the gym, filing
and organizing my paperwork.
Spotlight: How has going to the gym
helped you?
Gerard: I think that I’m getting more
physically fit. I feel healthier and more
confident about myself.
Spotlight: Tell us a little more about
the strategies you have been using to
manage your time.
Gerard: I just try to stay on top of
what’s going on, using my calendar.
I’ve been pretty busy. It helps me
manage my time better so I plan better
and follow through. I try to plan ahead
using the strategies. I’m also able to
synchronize my calendar with my
wife’s calendar, which is helpful for
both of us.
I need to be more
consistent with that.
Spotlight: You mentioned volunteer
work. Tell us a little about your
volunteer position at the Battleship
New Jersey. What do you do there?
Gerard: Restoration, painting, cleaning up areas that have been neglected.
The last thing I did was sweep up the
dirt and paint chips. Restoration is one
of the main things. There’s no money
to buy supplies, but we do whatever we
can as volunteers and focus on the
areas that need the most work—that the
public sees. We just put a tarp up for
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special occasions; the sun gets real hot
for people who come up on deck. It’s
shaded so they can have parties up
there.
Spotlight: You spent time in the
Marine Corps. Did your time in the
military influence your choice of
volunteer work?
Gerard: A lot of the men I work with
are old retirees; they are disabled or
retired also. There are no Marines
other than me. A lot of the ArmyNavy folks actually used the ship
mainly during peacetime. I’ve learned
a lot about the ship from old guys who
served also.
Spotlight: What other services do you
receive, and from whom?
Gerard:
I have appointments for
medication from Dr. Rubin, my neuropsychiatrist, every month and therapy
with Dr. Perkel every month. [Gerard
is referring to Allen J. Rubin, M.D.,
neuropsychiatrist, The Center for
Neuropsychiatry in Marlton, NJ.] I
need to see them every month if there
is a medication change, but if things
are consistent with my medication, like
now, then I see them every two
months. Dr. Rubin has helped me with
my mood swings and extreme anxiety
and depression. It was pretty bad after
my injury and the medication helped
me. I was lucky to find a doctor who
was really on top of that. I haven’t had
anxiety in over a year now, or a few
years. And Dr. Perkel listens to me.
He is someone to talk to who gives me
advice.
Spotlight: Tell our readers what kind
of goals you have for your future, in
reference to living, work, and your
leisure activities.
Gerard: I would like to teach myself
to be more productive. I don’t know
how to say it. I want to learn to build a
webpage and possibly earn money
from it, but I haven’t really worked
hard enough to complete it. I would
(continued on page 5)
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like to go to the driving range and
drive balls again, hit some golf balls.
Also, I bought some kayaks—four
kayaks—one for each of us in the
family, and built shelves in the ceiling
to store them. They turned out pretty
good.
Spotlight: What advice do you have
for others who may be recovering from
a brain injury?
Gerard: I don’t know. Try to stay
physically active and, when you can,
go to the gym to exercise to improve
your physique. Try to stay healthy,
diet, stay active and be productive.
I’m trying to get better and stay
positive so I can have a better
relationship with my family. Try to do
things that make you happy. Focus on
yourself.

2010 Creativity Expo a Great Success!
Over 40 artists participated in the 2010 Creativity Expo, held from July 10th through
July 18th for the seventh consecutive year, at Raritan Valley Community College Art
Gallery in North Branch, New Jersey. The Creativity Expo is a non-profit event
dedicated to exhibiting the creative work of people with acquired or traumatic brain
injuries. Over 150 people attended the opening day and extraordinary performances
of poetry and music reportedly riveted the crowd. Several clients of Community
Skills Program were among a core group of about 20 returning artists, and the
growth in their artwork was definitely evident. Many of the artists sold their work
and this has been a great impetus for them to continue their creative work, but most
of them say the greatest reward comes from being able to display their artwork in a
public forum where their efforts are recognized and supported. If you would like
more information on this event, or to see photos from previous expos, you can go to
www.braininjuryartsnj.com or you can call the Expo producer, Vince Diorio, at
(703) 297-7726 or (800) 374-0071, extension 220, or e-mail him at vincentd54@
msn.com. (Below is a photograph taken by Steven O’Connor and displayed at this
year’s Expo. Turn to page 6 to see the article on Kirk Kaszyk and photos of his
artwork displayed at this year’s Expo.)

Spotlight: Do you have any other
words of wisdom or anything else you
would like to share with our readers?
Gerard: Get a pet. My dog Brody
makes me happy.
[Editor’s Note: Many people and
providers have been supportive of
Gerard’s rehabilitation efforts. As he
mentioned, MossRehab and St.
Lawrence provided earlier therapies
and he is currently receiving treatment
from Dr. Rubin and Dr. Perkel (in
addition to Community Skills Program). Gerard has been fortunate to
receive funding for his rehabilitation
services, through New Jersey Manufacturers Insurance Company. His
nurse case manager, Cindy Harrison,
RN, is to be recognized for her understanding and commitment to Gerard’s
rehabilitation needs. In particular,
Gerard wants to thank his sisters and
brother who he said stopped whatever
they were doing to help him and his
wife. He said his sister Julia even
moved in with them to help for the first
few years after the accident. He
commented, “I couldn’t have asked for
a better support system and family.”]

Of winter's lifeless world each tree
Now seems a perfect part;
Yet each one holds summer’s secret
Deep down within its heart.

Charles G. Slater

Pictured above is one of the six digital photographs Steven O’Connor, client of
Community Skills Program, displayed at the 2010 Creativity Expo. For the past
several years, with the assistance of his neurorehabilitation specialist, Steven has
been taking digital photographs in his own neighborhood and community. He
especially enjoys photographing landscapes. For this year’s Creativity Expo,
Steven included related inspirational quotes to go along with his photographs.
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Creativity Corner (continued)

Kirk Kaszyk, a client of Community Skills Program, has taken his
participation in the Creativity Expo very seriously over the seven
years the expo has been held. With the assistance of his neurorehabilitation specialist, Kirk works on his projects all year long,
designing all details to reflect his own interests and activities. Like
last year, he displayed his model of a wheelchair-accessible log
cabin, but this year he added a second floor (with a working
elevator) and many more details. The logs and the rocks for the
chimney were collected from a local park. Floors in the cabin are
wood, tile and carpet. The curtains are made from one of Kirk’s
favorite old t-shirts. The photo at top right shows the dining room,
complete with place settings, flower pots and a photo of his dog on
the wall. In the kitchen, pictured below, is a coffee pot, toaster,
refrigerator, dish drainer, and stove, including a frying pan of
hamburgers—all handcrafted by Kirk. The laundry room (pictured
at bottom right) has a washer and dryer, detergent bottles and a
laundry basket. Kirk is very proud of his work (as he should be!)
and enjoyed gallery-sitting during the Expo. We are sure he is
already working on something creative for next year’s expo.
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Therapeutic Activities
Group in Warrington, PA
There are now openings in a Therapeutic Activities Group for
adult survivors of traumatic brain injury. The group is held at:
The Center for Neuropsychology and Counseling, PC
1243 Easton Road, Suite 203
Warrington, PA 18976
The group runs weekly on Thursdays from 11:00 a.m. to 1:30
p.m. and is designed for individuals with moderate brain injuries
with no significant behavior problems. The group is divided
into five parts: orientation (current events, weekend review,
etc.), cognitive rehabilitation (exercises and education on
attention, organization, etc.), lunch (at no cost to the member—
we dine out, order in, and plan/prepare meals), group discussion
(for emotional support and regulation), and leisure planning.
The group is currently co-led by James J. Stone, Psy.D.,
neuropsychologist and certified school psychologist, and Carol
Bardsley, M.A., CPCRT, CBIS, neurorehabilitation specialist
with Community Skills Program.
If you are interested in the group, please call (215) 491-1119,
send an e-mail to drjstone@comcast.net, or go to the website,
www.theCenterinWarrington.com.
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